Riley James Rice

North Hall, 1050 Bascom Mall
University of Wisconsin-Madison
Madison, WI 53706
riley.rice@ewisc.edu

EDUCATION

PhD, Political Science, University of Wisconsin-Madison (expected May 2029)
Fields: American Politics, Political Methodology
Honors: Graduate School Fellowship (1 of 200 awarded across university)

Primary Advisor: Katherine Cramer

BA, Political Science & Environmental Studies, Colgate University (Dec. 2023)
Honors: summa cum laude, honors in Political Science
Thesis Advisor: Sam Rosenfeld

RESEARCH INTERESTS

Class identity, political behavior, rural politics, and American political economy

WORKING PAPERS

Cramer, Czeponis, Gilgrist, Jones-Kerwin, Laguide, Lopez, Lyn, Matthews, McMullen,
Qiu, Rice, and Woley, Democracy Work: Understanding Workers’ Contributions to Civil Society,
presented at the 2025 APSA Annual Meeting

WORK IN PROGRESS

Rice, Riley J., Red Collar, Blue Collar: Asymmetric Partisan Visions of the American
Working Class, to be presented at the 2026 Annual MPSA Conference

Cramer, Gilchrist, Qiu, Rice, Hueston, Lopez, Lyn, and Matthews, Book Chapter: The Role of
Local Democratic Life in Rural Livability

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE

Research Assistant, Political Behavior and Economic Life Lab, UW-Madison (2025-present)

Research Assistant, Prof. Heather Roller, Colgate University (2024)
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Research Associate, Congressional Research Service, Library of Congress (2024)

Research Intern, Centennial Farming Project, Cornell Cooperative Extension (2022)

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Teaching Assistant, PS 306: American Political Parties (Prof. Barry Burden) (Spring 2026)
Guest Lecture, PS 305: Elections and Voting Behavior, Topic: Election Interpretation (Fall 2025)
Teaching Assistant, PS 305: Elections & Voting Behavior (Prof. Andrew Trexler) (Fall 2025)

UNIVERSITY INVOLVEMENT

Models, Experiments, and Data (MEAD) Workshop graduate coordinator (2025-present)
Political Behavior and Economic Life Lab (PBELL) member (2025-present)

Center for Communication & Civil Renewal (CCCR) affiliate (2024-present)

Elections Research Center (ERC) affiliate (2024-present)

FELLOWSHIPS & AWARDS

Department of Political Science Summer Initiative ($2500), UW-Madison (2025)
Experimental Politics Workshop Pilot Grant Award ($525), UW-Madison (2025)
Graduate School Fellowship, UW-Madison (2024-Present)

Pi Sigma Alpha, National Political Science Honor Society (2024)

Award for Excellence in Environmental Studies Research, Colgate University (2024)
Graduate School Access Fund Award, Colgate University (2023)

Honors in Political Science, Colgate University (2023)

Lila and Curtiss *25 Frank Scholarship, Colgate University (2022)

Bliss J. Youker ’15 Endowed Scholarship, Colgate University (2021)

PRESENTATIONS & SEMINARS

83rd Annual Midwest Political Science Association Conference, MPSA (Spring 2026)
Political Science Work in Progress Workshop, UW-Madison (Spring 2026)
Experimental Politics Workshop Grant Competition, UW-Madison (Spring 2026)
Experimental Politics Workshop Grant Recap, UW-Madison (Fall 2025)
Experimental Politics Workshop Grant Competition, UW-Madison (Spring 2025)

Political Science Work in Progress Workshop, UW-Madison (Spring 2025)
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GRADUATE COURSEWORK

PS 800 Discipline & Profession

PS 812 Intro to Statistical Methods

PS 813 Statistical Inference

PS 817 Empirical Methods

PS 818 Statistical Models

PS 821 Mass Political Behavior

PS 829 Political Communication

PS 835 Game Theory

PS 873 American Political Parties

PS 904 Behavior and the Economy

PS 904 New Approaches in American Politics
PS 919 Qualitative Methods

SOC 952 Causal Inference for Observational Design

UNPUBLISHED ACADEMIC WRITING

Rice, Riley J. 2023. We’ll Beat ’Em if the Roads are Good: Understanding New York State’s Rural-
Urban Divide. Colgate University honors thesis, advised by Professor Sam Rosenfeld

Rice, Riley J. 2023. Running in Jeans: The Toxic Legacy of a Family Sanctuary.
Colgate University independent research project, advised by Professor Heather Roller
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